
 

Higher Interest Lower Level Books 
Books for struggling readers wanting content suitable for their age and interest 

 

 

Publisher Name of Series Description CA/IA RA/BB/AR 

Badger 

Learning 

Adventure Park 
 

 

 
Written by popular author, Cavan Scott, skilled at writing inventive 

stories for reluctant readers. This series of 8 books see the antics 
of Emily, Jacob and Frank the hamster as they traverse the perils 
of Emily’s eccentric grandfather’s magically overambitious 

theme park. 

9–11 RA 7–8 
 

BB White 

AR 2.9–3.3 

Badger 

Learning 

Alien Detective Agency 
I & II 

 

 
The hugely popular Alien Detective Agency series features 20 

books that follow a human/alien crime-fighting duo called Jack 
Swift and Wanda Darkstar as they meet weird and wonderful 
aliens, both on other worlds and here on Earth. 

6 titles available as dual language readers (English/Ukrainian). 

8–14 RA 8–9 

BB Lime & 
White 

AR 3.0–3.7 

Badger 

Learning 

Between the Lines I & II 
 

 

All 16 titles are set across a range of landscapes — in familiar 
places such as schools and homes as well as spanning the 
Yorkshire moors, the Mediterranean, and South India. The stories 

in this series feature mature and serious themes touching on 
abandonment, addiction, loss, homelessness, love, war, dystopia, 
and the essence of humanity itself. They have a realistic word count 

of 5,000–6,000. Written by experienced authors who are experts 
in developing stories for struggling readers. These titles are 
designed to capture the interest and imagination of teen 

readers. 

12–16 RA 8–9 
 

AR 3.0–4.8 
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Badger 

Learning 

Big Top of Horrors 

 

 
Big Top of Horrors is a thrilling 6 book hi-lo series that combines 

spooky, exciting plots with stunning illustrations, making it the 
perfect choice to captivate reluctant readers and spark their love 
for adventure and suspense. 

12+ RA 6–7 

AR 2.1–2.8 

Badger 

Learning 

Dark Reads I & II 

 

 
Dark Reads are very short novels (just 600 words), for struggling 
readers who have very low reading ages, but want stories that 

will excite and even scare them. Each book is based on a classic 
tale or horror story from the masters of their craft — including a 
modern take on Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and a Zombie attack on a 

cruise ship! 

12–16 RA 6–7 

AR 2.5–3.9 

Badger 

Learning 

Graphic Novels 
 

 

 
This brilliantly illustrated series of 6 hi-lo graphic novels, a hugely 
popular genre, captivates older readers by offering dynamic 

visuals, engaging storylines, and age-appropriate themes to 
foster confidence and a love for reading. 

9–13 RA 6–7 

BB Purple 
 

AR 2.1–2.5 
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Badger 

Learning 

Horror Hotel 
 

 

 
Filled with monsters, intelligent technology, and an eccentric 

hotel manager who may or may not be there to help. Read this 
series of 6 books to discover who will manage to escape from 
Horror Hotel and who will be permanently checked in! 

12+ RA 6–7 
 

AR 2.3–2.6 

Badger 

Learning 

Ignite I & II 
 

 
 

 
The Ignite series consists of two collections of 10 books, each 

featuring colour illustrations. It covers a wide range of topics, 
including alien menaces, real and robot dogs, a WW1 donkey hero 
and an intergalactic hamster. 

10–14 RA 7–8 
 

BB White 

AR 2.7–4.7 

Badger 

Learning 
The League of Enchanted 
Heroes 

 
Written by popular author, Tim Collins, these 8 entertaining titles 
follow the epic adventures of well-known fairy tale characters as 
you've never seen them before. 

9–12 RA 6–7 
 
BB Gold 

AR 3.3–

4.0 
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Badger 

Learning 

Making the Team 
 

 

 
An aspirational series that follows two footballers, Callum and 

Jackson, through their first prestigious international pre-season 
tournament. It features relatable teen characters from a variety of 
social and cultural backgrounds and is set in the highly pressurised 

world of professional football. 6 titles. 

10–16 RA 9–10 
 
BB Dark 

Blue AR 4.1–

4.5 

Badger 

Learning 

Momentum 
 

 

 
Rich in drama and exciting plotlines, this accessible fiction series 

features 8 graphic novels with black and white illustrations and 
dyslexia-friendly font. 

9–14 RA 5–6 
 

BB Blue 
& Green 

 
AR 1.6–2.0 

Badger 

Learning 

Monster Island 
 

 

 
Monster Island is filled with mythical beasts, treacherous terrain 
and a castaway captain who may have eaten one too many 
coconuts. Read these 6 books to find out who will manage to 

escape and who will be marooned forever. 

12+ RA 6–7 
 

AR 2.2–2.9 
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Badger 

Learning 

Once Upon Another Time 

 

 
Stories based on traditional tales, reimagined for an older and 

more modern audience — for example, an intergalactic version of 
Red Riding Hood, a princess who prefers frogs to princes, 
Goldilocks the vandal, and the boy who cried aliens! 

10–13 RA 6–7 
 

BB Gold 

AR 2.5–

3.9 

Badger 

Learning 

Papercuts I–III 

 

 
Papercuts is an eerie and haunting series of 18 titles, written to 

appeal to students aged 13+ who find full-length novels 
overwhelming. All titles have a reading age of 8–9 and an accessible 
word count of 5000–6000. Written by respected and accomplished 

authors, they are packed with horror and elements of the 
supernatural. 

13+ RA 8–9 
 

AR 3.2–4.8 

Badger 

Learning 

Snow-Man 

 

 
6 fun short stories follow Cole Day and his chilly superhero alter 
ego, Snow-Man, as they battle ingenious villains such as Ray Burn, 
Gail Force and Chuck Ingit-Down. Created by comic author 

Tommy Donbavand, the series features witty plotlines and 
exceptional illustrations. 

9–13 RA 7–8 
 
BB White 

AR 3.5–4.1 
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Badger 

Learning 

Strange Town 
 

 

 
8 stories for struggling readers featuring the exploits of two super 

sleuth friends and a dog as they uncover the strange goings on in 
their town. With simple yet punchy sentences, full-page vibrant 
colour illustrations, and humorous themes. 

9–12 RA 7–8 
 

BB White 

AR 3.2–

3.6 

Badger 

Learning 

Teen Reads I—V 
 

 

Badger’s Teen Reads collection (with 46 titles in total) has proved 
very popular with both teachers and students in secondary 

schools. With a reading age of around nine these hi-lo books are 
perfect for struggling teenage readers who are ready to move on 
to longer books, but would be intimidated by full length novels. 

The series features ghost, horror and adventure stories, along 
with themes of family breakdown, school conflict and romance. 
There’s everything from an internet troll, who turns out to be a real 

troll, to a frightening future where a 13-year-old Mad Max saves 
Birmingham from a deadly plague! 

12–15 RA 8–9 
 

AR 2.9–5.0 

Badger 

Learning 

Time Trek 
 

 

 

8 books which follow the adventures of Spike and Mia as they 
travel back in time to stop Dr Darius Dire, from stealing artefacts 
from historical figures. 

9–12 
 

RA 7–8 
 

AR 3.6–4.3 
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Badger 

Learning 

Two Sides I & II 
 

 

 
Two Sides is comprised of books with two first-person narrative 

which run parallel to each other along a carefully structured 
timeline. One ‘bystander’ narrative presents a narrow 
perspective of the main character, usually coming from a place of 

ignorance or prejudice. The other narrative is voiced by the main 
character, revealing the broader reality of their situation and 
what it’s really like to be in their shoes. 

13+ RA 8–9 

AR 2.8–4.2 

Badger 

Learning 

Windows & Mirrors 
 

 

 
This inclusive series of 6 titles, written by award-winning author 

Katharine Quarmby and set in an inner-city school, provides 
relatable and eye-opening stories that address challenging 
experiences while fostering empathy, resilience, and understanding. 

Includes features designed to support dyslexic readers. 

13–16 RA 9–10 

AR 4.0–4.9 

Badger 

Learning 

WOW! Facts  
70 exciting non-fiction titles, banded from Turquoise to Grey, to 
promote curiosity and provide an accessible and fun way into 
reading for fact-loving reluctant readers of all interests. 30 

books across Turquoise to Brown can be paired with WOW! 
Fiction titles. 

9–14 RA 6–9 
 

BB 
Turquois
e to 
Grey 

 
AR 3.6–6.4 
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Badger 

Learning 

WOW! Fiction 
 

  
 

 
Progressively levelled series of 30 gripping and fast-paced 

stories with a visually pleasing design. Each book can be paired 
with a non- fiction counterpart on the same theme from the 
WOW! Facts range. 

 
* AR levels are for Turquoise to Gold collections. White, Lime and 
Brown are currently being levelled. 

9–14 RA 6–8 
 
BB 
Turquoise 
to Brown 

 
AR 2.7–3.0* 

Badger 

Learning 

YA Reads I & II 
 

 

 
Captivate young adult reluctant readers with this series of 16 

books that focus on mature themes such as sexuality, identity, 
dystopia, mortality, illness, peer pressure, friendship, and 
relationship issues. Not only are the books appealing, with eye 

catching covers and the look and feel of real novels, but the 
content is also spot on and entirely relevant for a 14–16-year-
old target audience. 

14–16 RA 8–9 

AR 3.4–4.7 

Badger 

Learning 

Zipwire 

 

 
Zipwire features 10 short and sharp stories to give struggling 
teenage readers the best chance to hone those fundamental 
skills that will help them to make progress in all other areas of 

their learning journey. 

12+ RA 6–7 
 

AR 2.3–2.9 
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Barrington 

Stoke 

 
Books have individual 

names 

 
Stories and non-fiction texts, many "Hi-lo" books available. 
Includes some abridged classics. 

 
Barrington Stoke readers all have their own "dyslexia-friendly" 
(clear and easy to read) font, accessible layouts and spacing, with 
off-white, heavier paper to help reduce visual stress. When you 
view any title on the website you will find the RA and IA listed. Online 
catalogue allows browsing for interest age and reading age. 

 
A great start for parents: sample pages can be downloaded to with 
guidance enable parents to know what reading age might suit their 
child. 

 
7 - 13+ 

 
RA 6 - 8+ 

http://www.louiseselbydyslexia.com/
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Harper 
Collins 

Collins Big Cat Phonics for 
Letters and Sounds – Age 

7+ 

28 fully decodable readers to support pupils aged 7+ that are still 
practising phonics. There is an equal mix of fiction and non-fiction 
readers, all aligned to Letters and Sounds progression with age- 

appropriate content but accessible text. 

 
Link to the DfE validated SSP programme Little Wandle 

7 
onwards 

Letters & 
Sounds 

Phase 3 - 5 

Oxford 
University 

Press 

Project X Code 
 

 

CODE combines phonics and comprehension development in a 
character adventure series. 
Each book has 2 texts: Text 1 is 100% decodable to build confidence 

and develop vocabulary; Text 2 is 80% decodable to challenge 

children and deepen comprehension. 

6 - 11 BB Yellow - 
Lime 

Oxford 
University 

Press 

Project X Code Extra 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Additional books that complement Code; contain extra information 
about the characters, a comic book spread and Micro world-

themed things to make and do. Designed to build motivation and 
promote talk. 

6 - 11 BB Yellow - 
Lime 
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Oxford 
University 

Press 

Read Write Inc Fresh Start 
Anthologies 

 

Fresh Start is a DfE validated SSP programme designed for 
secondary school aged pupils. These 5 texts are designed to 
supplement the scheme but can be purchased separately. 

11 - 14 Graded 
Phonics 

Pearson Rapid Phonics 
 

 

56 books which can be used as a catch up phonics programme 

but can also be bought separately. Designed for struggling 
readers. 

8 - 11 Letters & 

Sounds 
Phase 2 - 5 

Pearson Rapid Reading 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fiction and non-fiction books, covering a variety of topics and 

themes. Each book contains a fiction and non-fiction text, with 
vocabulary and introduction at the start. Really popular graphic 
novel style illustrations. 

7 - 13 BB Red - 

Sapphire 
RA 5 - 9:11 
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Phonics 
Books 

Amber Guardians 
 

 
 

Set of 10 books for older readers at advanced stages of phonics & 
morphemes. A chance discovery of an ancient necklace in an old 
bazaar soon leads Finn and his friends on an incredible quest. 

Bridges the gap between structured and mainstream reading. 
Covers suffixes as well as phonics. 

8 - 14 AR 4.2 

Phonics 
Books 

Alba 
 

 
 

This series has a feisty, resourceful female heroine. Alba steps in to 
save the day when someone threatens to jeopardise her fathers 
important scientific work. Starting at CVC level the books progress 
at a fast pace through adjacent consonants, consonant digraphs 
and alternative vowel spellings. This series shares the same phonic 
progression as the Totem Series and can be used in parallel. 

8 - 12 AR Level 
2.2 

 
 

Phonics 

progression 

on website 

Phonics 

Books 

Island Adventure 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jack and his little sister, Snub, are visiting Gran and Grandpa on a 

remote Scottish island where they live. An accident brings them 
closer together, but a subsequent calamity is the beginning of an 
exciting quest. Starting with the sound ‘ae’, each of the 10 books 
introduces a phoneme and its alternative spellings. This series 
shares the same phonic progression as the Rescue Series and 
Talisman 1 Series and can be used in parallel. 

8 - 12 AR 2.9 
 

 
Phonics 

progression 

on website 
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Phonics 
Books 

Magic Belt 
 

 

 

A quest story over 10 successive books. When Zak’s grandfather falls 
ill Zak must go on a quest to find 10 magical gems to help cure him. 
Phonics based: cvc and ccvc/cvcc words, consonant digraphs, 

suffixes. 

8 - 14 AR level 0.5 
Phonics 

progression 

on website 

Phonics 
Books 

Moon Dogs & Moon Dogs 
Extras 

 
 
 
 
 

 

4 sets of books designed for older readers (age 10+) at the very 
early stages of phonics and reading. Contemporary illustrations 
and story lines based on the adventures of a group of teenage 
friends in a band will engage and entertain children across the 
board. 

 
Set 1 introduces sounds gradually at CVC level with one line of text on 
each page, Set 2 introduces adjacent consonants and consonant 
digraphs while Set 3 introduces two spellings for vowel sounds. 

 
The Extras series provides additional practice at the earliest stage 
of reading (CVC) for those children who need a great deal of 
support at this level. 

8 - 14 AR 0.5 

 
Phonics 

progressio 
n on 

website 

Phonics 
Books 

Rescue 
 

 

 

Adventure story involving heroine Erin and her best friend Danny. 
Starting with the sound ‘ae’, each of the 10 books introduces a 

phoneme and its alternative spellings. Same phonic progression as 
the Talisman Series and can be used in parallel. 

8 - 14 AR level 0.5 
Phonics 

progression 

on website 
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Phonics 
Books 

Talisman 1 
 

 
 

Zak’s adventures begin when his Grandpa gives him a talisman with 
special powers. From this day on, Zak’s life is never the same again. 

 
Starting with the sound ‘ae’, each of the 10 books in the first series 
introduces one phoneme and its alternative spellings. Shares the 
same phonic progression as the Rescue Series and can be used in 
parallel. 

8 - 14 AR level 0.5 
Phonics 

progression 

on website 

Phonics 
Books 

Talisman 2 
 

 

Same characters as Talisman 1 but can follow Titan’s Gauntlet’s in 
terms of progression. Ten books introducing alternative spellings 
and more text per page. Teaches ture, tion, ssion, tion, tian, sion, cian, 
cial, tial, tious, cious, ious, sion. 

8 - 14 AR 0.5 

 
Phonics 

progression 

on website 

Phonics 

Books 

That Dog! 
 

 

Ben has always wanted a dog. One day a scruffy stray follows 

him home. Will he get to keep him? 

 
These exciting, age appropriate tales take the pupils from CVC and 
CVCC word level text through to adjacent consonants, consonant 
digraphs and suffixes. This series shares the same phonic 
progression as the Magic Belt Series and can be used in parallel. 

8 - 14 AR Level 

0.5 

Phonics 

Books 

Titan’s Gauntlets 
 

 

Thriller quest story in 10 books. Finn has been chosen to stop the evil 

Winged One from destroying the world. Introduces alternative 
vowel and consonant spellings and common Latin suffixes. Readers 
can progress to Talisman 2 which follows the same phonic sequence 
but with additional alternative spellings and more text per page. 

8 - 14 AR 0.5 
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Raintree Behind the Scenes 
Biographies 

 

Factual books about celebrities. 9 - 13 RA 7 - 8 

Raintree Crime Solvers 
 

 

Set of three books about forensic science. 11-15 RA 7 - 8 

AR 4.0 - 4.4 

Raintree Escape from Planet 

Alcatraz! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adventure stories. After hiding aboard a military ship, hoping to see 

an exciting space battle up-close, the two boys find themselves 
stuck on Alcatraz, a giant penal colony housing the galaxy’s worst 
criminals. Now Zak, a human, and Erro, a boy from an alien world, 
are stuck trying to find a way to escape the notorious prison planet. 
Each book follows the boys’ adventures across the planet. 

8 - 14 RA 6 - 8 

AR 2.6 - 3.2 
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Raintree Escape from Planet 
Alcatraz! Express Editions 

 

More stories about the planet adventures but at a lower reading 
level. 

8 - 14 RA 6 - 7 

Raintree The Gamer 
 

 

Adventure fiction. When 13-year-old Tyler Morant sits down to play 
a video game, it’s not just for harmless fun. He is battling the 
world’s most dangerous games. As the Gamer, it is up to him to 
conquer the deadly obstacles and evil villains that lurk in the 
darkest corners of the gaming world. If he fails, the digital 
darkness will escape into reality. 

8 - 14 RA 6 - 8 

Raintree Gearhead Guides 
 

 

Set of four books about 4 types of adventure bikes. 9 - 13 RA 7 - 8 

Raintree Graphic History: Warriors 
 

 

Historical graphic novels about courageous warriors, e.g. Vikings, 
Samurai, ninjas and knights. An in-depth look at each warrior class’s 
time and culture, as well as learning key details about the warriors’ 
armour, weapons, skills and missions. 

8 - 14 RA 8 - 9 
AR 4.6 - 5.3 
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Raintree Graphic Revolve 
 

 

Classic stories retold as graphic novels. Each comic book features 
discussion and writing prompts, an expanded introduction and a 
glossary. 

10- 13 RA 7 - 10 
AR 2.4 - 3.7 

Raintree Future Space 
 

 

Space science non-fiction books 8 -14 RA 8 - 0 

AR 5.1 - 5.8 

Raintree Igor's Lab of Fear 
 

 

Spooky stories about Professor Igor’s lab. Take a look at the unsettling 

specimens he keeps here and find out how he came to have them. 
Each one is a clue to a spooky story with a chilling twist. 

8 - 14 RA 6 - 7 

AR 1.8 

Raintree Influential People 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Biographies of actresses, writers, speakers, politicians and movie stars 

and how they use their fame for the betterment of others. Includes 

Beyoncé, Chadwick Boseman, Gareth Southgate, Harry Kane, 
Kendrick Lamar, Khalid, Lupita Nyong’o, Meghan Markle, Michael B. 

Jordan. 

8 - 14 AR 3.1 - 4.0 
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Raintree Jimmy Sniffles 
 

 

Funny graphic novels in a "Dog Man" and "Captain Underpants visual 
style. Jimmy Sniffles has a superpower - his nose! Read all about. 

8 - 10 RA 6 - 8 
BB 

turquoise 

AR 2.2 - 3.2 

Raintree People you should Know 
 

 

Biographies of history-makers from the past and present. 9 - 13 RA 8 - 9 

AR 5.1 - 5.6 

Raintree Secrets of the Library of 
Doom 

 

Thriller fiction texts. The Librarian has long worked in the shadows to 
guard the Library of Doom and its collection of deadly books. But now 
bestselling author Michael Dahl brings the hero’s adventures into the 
light with Secrets of the Library of Doom. 

8 - 14 RA 6 – 8 

AR 2.7 – 3.6 

Raintree Library of Doom: Express 
Edition 

 

 

Newer editions Library of Doom series, with the same types of 
stories but lower reading levels. 

8 - 14 RA 6 – 7 
AR 1.7 – 1.9 
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Raintree School of Bus Horrors 
 

 

 

Horror adventure stories. From dawn to dusk, the School Bus of 
Horrors rumbles along city streets and down country roads, 
searching for another passenger. It looks 

like any other bus—yellow, black markings, and dirty windows. But 
BEWARE! Step aboard and experience the ride of your life, or the last 
ride you’ll ever take! 

9 - 13 RA 6 - 8 
AR 2.5 - 2.8 

Raintree School of Bus Horrors: 
Express Edition 

 

More horror adventures at a lower reading level. 9 - 13 RA 6 - 7 

Raintree Sport Adventures 
 

 

Sport Stories series, including a glossary, writing prompts, discussion 

questions, and non-fiction sports information. These stories focus on 
characters who face tougher challenges, harder opponents, and are 
forced to work even harder to win. 

9 - 12 RA 8 - 9 

Raintree Sports Illustrated Kids 
Graphic Novels 

 
 

 

Sports action stories featuring talented teens that don’t know the 

meaning of the word ‘quit’. 

8 - 14 RA 7 - 8 

AR 2.5 - 2.9 
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Raintree Sports Stories: Graphic 
Novels 

 

Graphic novels about sportsmanship and teamwork. Includes 
comprehension questions, writing prompts and non-fiction sports info. 

8 - 14 RA 7 - 11 
AR 2.6 - 3.0 

Raintree Recon Academy 
 

 

Adventure graphic novels. Four young people witnessed terror strike 
the safety of their town. As they grew up, each one developed a 
unique ability: forensics, martial arts, computers and gadgetry. In the 

halls of Seaside High, the four of them united. They combined their 
skills and brains and formed the youngest, and most high-tech and 
secret security force on Earth — The Recon Academy. 

9 - 13 RA 8 - 9 
AR 2.9 - 3.1 

Raintree The World of Artificial 
Intelligence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Technology non fiction readers about AI. 8 - 14 RA 6 - 8 
AR 5.4 - 6.0 
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Raintree You Choose: Fractured 
Fairy Tales 

 

In You Choose fairy tales, the reader is fairy godmother! Adventure 
stories which allow the reader to make choices and change the story. 

7 - 10 RA 8 - 9 

Ransom Boffin Boy 
 

 

18 manga style cartoon books with action and wacky humour. 8 - 14 RA 6 – 7 

BBTurquois 

e – Gold 
AR 1.6 – 2.8 

Ransom Breakouts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adventure, horror and mystery stories. 13+ RA 10 

BB Lime - 

Dark blue 
AR 3.2 - 5.4 
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Ransom Dark Man 
 

 

 

30 short stories which hint at horror but have no "tough content" with 
sinister, atmospheric, black and white illustrations. 

12 RA 5 - 8 

BB orange - 
gold 

AR 1.6 - 2.9 

Ransom Feely Tonks 
 

 

"Handwritten" diary entries telling the funny stories of a feisty and 

loveable character Feely Tonks 

7 - 12 RA 8 - 9 

BB White 
AR 3.9 - 4.4 

Ransom Goal! 
 

 

Structured readers for football fans which are based around Letters 
and Sounds progression but not fully decodable in order to add 
interest for older readers (e.g. the word goal is `phase 5 but 
appears in earlier books). 

6 - 14 RA 4 - 7 
Phonics 

progression 

links to 

Letters and 

Sounds 

Ransom Microwave Shakespeare 
 

 

Chapter book narrative format of Shakespeare retold in 
straightforward but pacey narrative with modern day language, 
and key quotes from original worked in. Visual information on each 
page. 

11 - 16 RA 8 - 9 

BB brown 
AR 3.9 - 5.2 
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Ransom Neutron Stars 
 

 

12 fully decodable titles. Designed for teens/adults. Older stories, 
topics and illustrations linked to book bands. 

13+ RA 4 - 7 

BB Pink - 
orange 

Ransom Pick your Path 
 

 

"You choose" type adventure books where reader decides. Some 

graphic language so unsuitable for primary. 

11 - 16 RA 7 - 8 

Lime 

Ransom PIG 
 

 

18 "handwritten" funny diary entry books, all feature Peter Ian Green 
(PIG). 

7 - 12 RA 8 - 9 

BB White 

AR 3.3 – 4.0 

Ransom Promises 
 

 

 

Aimed for teens. Romantic, upbeat stories which feature everyday life, 

friendship and love from a range of perspectives and cultures. 

13+ RA 6.5 - 8 

BB Green - 
Gold 

AR 2.7 - 4.4 
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Ransom Reading Stars Achieve 
Phonics 

  
 
 

A collection of 98 age-appropriate fully-decodable books for 
KS2/KS3 students who’re still on their phonics journey. As well as 
introducing new phonics knowledge very gradually (following L&S 
Phases 2-5), these are specially written (simpler, shorter, 

repetitive) texts for weaker readers, with a carefully planned 
upward curve over the course of the phases that also considers a 
steady build in things like sentence complexity, vocabulary, 
comprehension and inference skills. 

CA/IA: 7-
14 

RA: 4-7 

BB: Pink - 
White 

 
 

RA 4 -7 

BB Pink – 
White 

 

AR: 
currently 
being 
quizzed 

 

Ransom Shades 
 

 

Quick reads with great stories for reluctant teen readers. 12 RA 9 - 10 

BB grey 
AR 3.0 - 4.7 

Ransom Sharp Shades 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As for Shades, but a lower reading age. 12 RA 8 - 9 

BB Lime 
AR 2.9 - 4.4 
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Ransom Steve Sharpe 
 

 

6 readers with gritty themes set in the world of gangsters and 
organised crime. A private detective trying to do the right thing. 

13+ RA 5 - 7 

BB Orange 
& turquoise 
AR 1.2 - 1.8 

Ransom Siti’s Sisters 
 

 

Stories by Helen Orme. A bit like Jacqueline Wilson but for those 
who aren't yet at that level. 24 books about a group of girls who 
call themselves ‘The Sisters’ and cover a range of real life issues. 

9 - 14 

(set for is 
for 11 - 

14) 

RA 7 - 8 
BB 

turquoise - 

gold 
AR 2.4 - 3.3 

Ransom Thunderbolts 
 

 
 

 

24 levelled reading books designed for children who "don't do fiction". 

Visual books which start with facts on popular non-fiction topics, then 
finish with a short fiction story. Colourful photographs. 

7 – 14 RA 5 – 7 

BB lilac – 
Orange 
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Ransom Tails from the Pitch 
 

 

Fictionalised biographies about top footballers and managers. 7 - 14 RA 9 - 10 

BB dark 
blue 

AR 5.6 - 6.4 

Ransom 3 2 1 Go! 
 

 

Speech bubble first-person narratives that cover a range of 
adrenalin fuelled sports. Great for readers keen on non-fiction who 

want something more visual. 

8 –14 RA 6 – 7 

(purple – 
gold) 

AR 2.8 - 3.6 

Ransom Toxic 
 

 

10 action adventure stories. Range of settings, from jungles, zombies 
and swamps to robots, time-travel. 

9 – 12 RA 7 - 11 

BB Lime - 
Dark blue 
AR 3.9 - 5.3 

Ransom Trailblazers 
 

 

 

10 books with a non-fiction section followed by a fiction story in every 

book designed for children who "don't do fiction". 

8 - 14 RA 8 - 9 

BB 
turquoise - 

gold 
AR 3.2 - 3.9 
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Ransom Vampire Dawn 
 

 

A fresh take on the vampire genre, mixing the contemporary world of 
YouTube and smartphones with the centuries-old, traditional 
vampires. 7 books in series. 

13+ RA 9 

BB Lime 
AR 3.6 - 6.5 

Ransom Zone 13 
 

 

Action/mystery stories: some are comic, while others have dark 

and gripping themes. 

8 - 14 RA 8 - 9 

BB White 
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